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VERBOS MODALES

¢Qué es un verbo modal en inglés?

Los llamados modal verbs en inglés, los auxiliares modales

son verbos especiales muy frecuentes en inglés. Son utiles para determinar el
marco de una accién: posibilidad, obligacion, capacidad, necesidad, permiso,
prohibicidn, sugerencia, inferencia, certeza, etc.

En resumen: es esencial dominarlos para entender la gramatica inglesa, ya que
los modales permiten enunciar informacidn esencial con muy pocas palabras.

é¢Cuales son las principales caracteristicas
gramaticales de los auxiliares modales?

Los modal verbs no son verbos como los demas: no tienen infinitivo, ni
imperativo, ni forma -ING, ni terminacidn en 32 persona del singular. Son una
especie de “super” verbos irregulares.

¢Como conjugar los modales?

La conjugacion de los verbos modales es especial porque estos auxiliares no
tienen:

« niinfinitivo: nunca diremos to can
« niimperativo: nunca se exigira que alguien Can!
« niforma -ING: nunca se usa He’s caning

« niterminaciones en la 32 persona del singular: nunca escribirias He
cans

LO QUE HAY QUE TENER EN CUENTA ES QUE SIEMPRE IRAN SEGUIDOS DE OTROS
VERBO, SALVO QUE YA HAYA SIDO NOMBRADO Y HECHO REFERENCIA A EL.

- lcan’t speak German.
- lcaniijllove speaking German.
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é¢Cuales son los auxiliares modales en inglés?

La lista de modales en inglés consta de muchos verbos que hay que conocer,
pero en estre curso vamos a trabajar con cuatro.

1.Can: poder o saber

2.Could: pasado del saber o condicional
(podria, podrias...)

3.Should: dar consejo: deberias, deberiamos,
deberian...

4.Must: Deber, obligacion: debes, debo,
debemos...
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¢Como se forma una frase afirmativa, interrogativa o
negativa con modales?

Frases afirmativas

sujeto + modal + infinitivo sin “to”
My sister can play football on Monday. Mi hermana puede jugar a football
He must wear the safety belt. = Debe llevar el cinturdn de seguridad.

They should eat healthy food= Deberian comer sano

Frases interrogativas

modal + sujeto + infinitivo sin “to”
Can you call me this afternoon? = ¢ Puedes llamarme esta tarde?

Advertencia: como los modales nunca se usan con el auxiliar do, nunca debes escribir: De

you-can?
Must he go to the meeting?. = No debe llevar el cinturén de seguridad.

Should | eat any special things?= i Deberia comer cosas especiales?

Frases negativas

sujeto + modal+ n’t (not) + infinitivo sin “to”

I cannot believe it! = I can’t believe it ! = {No puedo creerlo!
He mustn’t wear the safety belt. = No debe llevar el cinturdn de seguridad.

They shouldn’t eat junk food= No deberian comer comida basura
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1.CAN

- Capacidad de hacer algo, lo traducimos por SABER

= Posibilidad de hacer algo, lo traducimos por PODER

| can swim. = Sé nadar.
| can swin on Sunday morning.= Puedo nadar el domingo por la mafiana.

1° USO. HABILIDAD PARA HACER COSAS.

* Con el can expresamos lo que sabemos y no sabemos hacer, la
habilidad o no habilidad de hacer algo. Se traduce por saber o no
saber.

- I can read fast.

- My sister can climb a mountain.

- €Can your mother make chocolate cakes? Yes, she can

- He can speak four languages.

- My ex-boyfriend can”t+ cook.

- Can you drive a bus? Mo, I can”+

= Se utiliza con los deportes y con los instrumentos musicales

- My brother can play basketball.

- Your friend can’t play tennis.

- Can you play chess?

- I can”t play the piano.

- Andrea can play the guitar.

- ©Can your friend Paul play the trumpet?
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CAN/CANT

With Animals! v 4l o
I
- I
: _, Lions run fast. "
5%, i
R [ ]
~ Monkey sing. :
I
‘ The tortoise _______ climb tree: 1
I
t '
" Tigers eat puzza. - -
- Fill in the blank spaces. =
Elephants _ﬂy in 1. Can Sarah play the guitar? :
> the sky. No, she . 1
2 2. Can Simon drive? 1
The octopus __ swim s . :
in the water. 3. Can Dave and Rosy swim? )
A / No, they ]
;"v_” Dogs —_— t 4. Sarah paint? :
humans. Yes, she can. ]
S. Can Simon ride a horse? 1
he can’t. :
6. Sarah play volleyball? ! T

2° USO. POSIBILIDAD DE HACER ALGO O
PROHIBICION PARA HACERLO ..

El can en AFIRMATIVA: permite hacer algo, en NMEGATIVA, te lo
prohibe y en TNTERROGATIVA: te pide permiso para hacer algo, o
Pregunta si se puede hacer algo.

- You can go to the park.

- She can”+ go to the disco tonight.

- Can I play with you?

- My daughter can”t go out.

- Dogs can”t fly, birds can.

- You can smoke only in this area.

- Sorry, T can”t help you.

- Can you pass me the bread, please? Yes, I can.
- €an I go out next Saturday? MNo, you can” +.

- €Can you tell me the time, please? Yes. I can.

- Can your sister tell me the way to the train station? MNo she
can”t. But my friend can.

- Can you spell this word? Yes, I can. T-R-E-E
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2.COULD
Could es el pretérito de can: could, por tanto, expresa las mismas ideas, pero
con mayor cortesia, MAS FORMAL.
Capacidad

- Could you bring me a salad, please?
- Of course.

3.SHOULD

Prediccion
That should be enough to buy a bus ticket.
— Eso deberia ser suficiente para comprar un billete de autobus.

Consejo, recomendacion, sugerencia

You should eat healthy food - Deberias comer comida saludable.
Marta should study more. - Marta deberia estudiar mas.

4.MUST
Obligacion

I must go.—> Tengo que irme.
You must wear the safety belt when you drive.
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Modales en inglés: tabla recapitulativa

¢Quieres saber de un vistazo cdmo elegir el modal inglés adecuado? Consulta
nuestra tabla para no cometer errores

Verbo

Uso Formas negativas Observaciones
modal

- Capacidad
Can - Posibilidad, can not / cannot / can’t
hipotesis

- Capacidad
Could | - Posibilidad, could not / couldn’t Pretérito de can
hipotesis

- Prediccion

- Consejo,
recomendacion,
Should | sugerencia should not / shouldn’t
- Obligacion,
reproche,
arrepentimiento

Obligacion Modal con significado
¢ & must not / mustn’t &

Must
us - Probabilidad parecido a to have to
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1. For each sentence, choose the modal (should, can, must) that is most appropriate.

1. She looks very sick. I think she [ go to a doctor.

a)should  b)can ¢) must (L
2. You' are driving all day, You ) be exhausted! .,h Oq.‘
e
a)should  b) must ¢) can ’b‘

3.Youl | smoke so much. It's bad for your health.
a) can't b) shouldn't ¢) mustn't
4, Hey I'm lost, ) you help me?

a) Can b) Should  ¢) Must

5. You have a beautiful voice. You | sing for us!

a)should  b)can ¢) must
6. I know he speaks five languages, but | | he speak Chinese?
a) should b) can ¢) must

7.You || remember to send that e-mail. It's very important!
a) should b) must ¢) can

8.1 Jbelieve that you failed your test!
a) can't b) shouldn't ¢) mustn't

9.1 | cometo your house in about 10 minutes. I'm really fast!
a) should b) can ¢) must

10.1[_____lafford that. It's too expensive.

a) can't b) shouldn't ¢) mustn't
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b) Fillin the gaps with CAN, CAN'T, MUST, MUSTN'T, SHOULD or

SHOULDN'T.
(= Rellena los huecos con CAN, CAN'T, MUST, MUSTN'T, SHOULD o SHOULDN'T)

1. We talk when the teacher is explaining something.
2.You use a dictionary to do this exercise if you like.
3. play a musical instrument, | have a really bad ear.
4. | think you take more exercise and watch less TV.
5. The baby is sleeping, so we make any noise.
6. He be at home, because the light is on.
7. Leopards climb trees, but cheetahs
8. We help children in poor countries.
9. You make fun of your friends.
10. | study a lot this week, because | have two exams.
11. Young people sleep for at least 8 or 9 hours.
12. We cut down trees, because they attract rain.
13. We eat too much sugar in our diet.
14. The doctor says that | stop smoking right now.
15. we look for the information on the Internet?
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Can, Must, Should

1. Steven ... ply the drums
really we(.

a) cant

b} Can

C} muse

8. ‘This is dangerous. They ...
sie down.

2l Gn

b} shouxd

C) rustnt

15, ... YOu drive 3 traCeor?

2. You ... be quiet because
dad Is taking a nap.

a) can'e 5

b} muse

C) shoukdn't

9. Sam ... protecCe his skin
with SOMe sunh Cream,

3) shoukd ?.)
b) must b o
C) can

a can
bl muse
€) shouldn'e

3. Arthur... 80 shopping. His
friage is empey!

a) can

b) must

C) shouldn't

10. My sister Amand) ... Dake
dejicious bisCuits.

al can

b) must

C) should

17. YOu ... take your umbrelly
in trip to London. ey

A cn

b} must

C)} should

9. Tim ... eat two ICe Creams.
It's not a good idea.

3l musto'e :

b) Gan'e

C) shoukn't

22. Your COUsin ... Surf very
well. And you? %

al can
b) muse : “%
C) should < T e

‘\.

18. Drivers ... stop beCause
the Kids are Crossing.

3l Gan

D) must

C) shouxd

5. You... eat much fase food

every day. Qﬁ.
a, C&n't --/ﬂ_;:'
b mausen's (&?
2

take 3 selfie in Class.
a) Can't
bl musen't
C) shouiin't

19. Ben, you ... drive If you
are druni. Its illegal
al can't a
bl musent
C) shoulkdn't

C) shoukdn'e
5. You ... be afraid, Peter.

a) Can't
b) musen't
C) shouidnt

3. Sheila ... play the bassoon

—
~

at al¥
) Can't
b) musen't
C] shoukin't

20. My neighbour...becna

dies. She's €00 Faet

al can =0
P
C) shoud

7. Wow! Nadia ... speak eighe
languages. )

a) can

b} muse

C) should

" —— (,'\r’ s
I e !

14. Freddy.... sieep. He has a
very imporeant exam.

a) Can't aits
bl musen's @C;?@
c) shouxn'e =

21. You ... see well, Samuel.

Wear your glasses!
al can Ry
b can't N =S
c) shouid Q

TSt Calt ~ 8

LJJ

vavaaaakjdpfgjkthkiorwtk
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10.

Choose the correct option.

. You v water these plants, they are dying.
. You don't eat enough vegetables, you ¥ try to eat more.

. You ¥ wear a seatbelt when you are driving a car, but

you ¥ wear a helmet on your head.

. You v be so lazy, your sister is doing all the work!
. I'have a lot of pending homework, | really v start

working right now!

. Sorry to leave so early, but we really v go.We

v drive to the airport to pick up my son in an hour.

. You ¥ never getin astranger's car.

i | ¥ buy some more lettuce for the salad, but there are

enough tomatoes, o | v buy any more.

. You ¥ smoke in a public building.

Your English marks are really low, you v ask your
teacher for help.
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2. Ahora, escribe las siguientes frases en inglés:

- Mi amiga sabe hablar des idiomas.

ZPuedes decirme la hora, por favor?

i1

CEPA “Castillo de Almansy”™ DESARROLLOD PERSONAL AYEB  SEGUMNDA PARTE Ana Vizcaino

¢Puedes pasarme la mantequilla, por favor?

Mi hermane Paco no sabe montar en bici.

- Mo se puede comer en este espacio.

- Ellos saben jugar al tenis, ne saben jugar a padde

- Mo puedo verte porque eres una mala persona.

- <¢Puede tu amiga traerte a mi casa esta noche?

- Muestra hermana no sabe cocinar.

- <Puedo salir esta noche con mis amigos?

CLIA CAODITILLY UL ALIVIAINOA Alla vicialliv HnNuLLo 1 LOFrA/LOTAU 4= DLUWUL




. Vamos a realizar un ejercicio,
escribiendo las normas de clase

utilizando CAN/SHOULD/MUST v sus
formas negativas.

L 0 N oo v B~ W NP

[EEN
©

[ERY
=

=
N

=
w

[ER
=

[ER
U
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" Ligten; thare's a party tonight at 8. 00
--'_ at Chenge ﬁat Can you ccme?

2 A Listen and complete the dialogue.

ALBERTO: Hi, Ken. Listen — I'm late for work. Canyou ! ........ drive........ me to the restaurant, please?
KEN: Sorry, 12 .oiiinnn e .1 can't drive because I've got a problem with my leg.

CHENG: Hello.
ALBERTO: Hello, Cheng. Listen, I'm late for 3 .
Cané ., drive me to the restaurant, please?
CHENG: 15 ..o, drive you there at seven o'clock.

ALBERTO: But |lstartworkat® ... .
CHENG: Well, OK.
ALBERTO: Thank youl!

B Listen again and check your answers.

3 Practise with another student.
1. STUDENT 1: Can you come to the party? 2. STUDENT 1: Can you drive?
STUDENT 2: Yes, | can./No, | can't.. STUDENT 2:  Yes, | can. / No, | can't.

56 fifty-six



WORDS veRss
4 A Listen, read and repeat. B What goes with each verb? ‘
Choose the correct answer. vy
1. drive a house /car)
2. sing a song / dictionary i
3. buy a book / brother
4. cook lunch / a restaurant
5. watch dinner /TV
6. write an e-mail / a party
7. dance with a cat/ friend
8. speak Japanes_e/Japan l
b
4§

AFFIRMATIVE: _ NEGATIVE: i1
I ca e to . ' ' h _ it
i .c'c__m,?el‘.t ; the pary can + verb | et come: 36 t N p:’:nrty can't + verb '1‘5%
She can speak English. She can't speak English. _ At |
' ag
QUESTIONS: SHORT ANSWERS: i
Can you come to the party? i Yes, | can. / No, | can't. _ »’f
T T g R Can ... +verb...? , ) g
Can she speak English? Yes, she can. / No, she can't. i f
i
- , - 3 £
B Complete the sentences with can or can't. C Tick (/) the column which is true for you. i3
L5
. e e
1. Janet...S80. .. teach English. Can you ... ? (Yes; i can. ) (i i}
2. Alberto and Carmen ................. o e 1. write a letterin English | . | o I‘.i
S VI IIII -
speak Spanish. 2. drive a car 3
3. Children buy a car 3. cook Chinese food
4, speak ltalian .
4. We're early for the lesson. We e — [+
T —— have a cup of coffee. S e I — L -
" )
: N N b y
S IO Y Cheng have dinner with us? %ﬁl
6. DOGS coonreerieririiiian, cook food. %r
|"'j X
Fe s v you speak Japanese? ‘M '
51
8. Ken works at the weekend. He i
i o, e come to the party on lii |
Saturday. : [ﬁ
|4
..l{,-;,r
. ﬂ'ﬁ; i
tifty-seven 51 f{
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PRONUNCIATION

6 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to the pronunciation of the words in coloae.

1. | can speak English. 3. Yes, | can.
2. Can you drive a car? 4. |can't sing.

When’s your birthday?
. (H

1 Listen, read and repeat.

ity bitindays in August |
en's your birthday, Ken? -

iy & birthddy cakel!
a great bakery

8 A Listen and complete the dialogue.

HELEN: It's Ken's birthday ' .......... o] (— Friday. Can you come to the party?
CHENG: 2 .......ccovvericninns the party?

HELEN: 's on Friday night, 3 ..., eight o’clock. Can you come?
CHENG: Yes, |4 .. . v
HELEN: Canyou > ....ccoovvveicinnennnn , Cheng?

CHENG: 6 .. ...cccccoiiiininnn, | sing? Yes, of course. Why?

HELEN: We want you to sing a song for Ken at the party.

B Listen again and check your answers.
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WORDS MOMTHS OF THE YEAR

;r S

{\ % A Listen, read and repeat.

{" January February March April May June July

"‘ August September October November December

i‘ B Practise with another student.

q STUDENT 1: When's your birthday? STUDENT 2: 'S IN 1oovvoeeeesceennes .

)

| GRAMMAR

EE A e

SE e s

ptmsir s

L

10 » Read the grammar box.

BREPOSITIONS OF TIVE"

it [

o o, i
on + day of the week:

My English lesson ison Monday
The: test} _is ‘on Tuesclay morning.

My birthday is In January.

B Write the words in the correct column,

in + month / time of day:

The test is in the morning.

AT

at + time / the weekend / night:

The Iesson starts at six o'clock.
I'go shopp[ng ‘at the weekend.

1 watch TV at night.

thyyeﬁg half past nine Sunday morning March night
the weekend Friday night the afternoon Wednesday
'S ‘ )
on ! in at
% theswring | s i
| e
e i bl b - P Jrr— i + — _._..J;. — L
S . o .
C Complete the sentences with on, in or at
The party is ..21.. Thursday evening. 4. The doctor works ....... night
2. Our holiday is ........ August. 5. Thelesson is ........ the afternoon
3. Alberto always works ........ the weekend. 6. lwork ........ Tuesdays

11 A As your partner these questions.

B Tell the class about your partner.

’lV?
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WORDS PLACES IN THE CITY

T

12 A Listen, read and repeat.

bakery  cinema

60 cixty

hospital

ACTIVITY

L .

. buy a cake

. read a book
. watch a film
. buy a dress

. buy a stamp
. have a drink
. see a doctor

. get money

pub

WIS SR

bank

clothes shop

library  post office t

PLACE

-

a. cinema

b. clothes shop
‘c. hospital

d. bank
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C Write sentences about things you do and places you go, to using the words below. &

pub  cook cinema _ library  watchTV '~ drive  bakery  dance

1. .Loften go to pubs at the weekend. 5 i

il
3 7 i
L R AR R R ] ) o enewas T R oI
A

4 b
R ARG s - H— S—— i

: \

READING !

|
I Y BT TR A

13 _A Read about a London departhient_ store.

B Answer the questions.

|
1. How many people go shopping in Selfridges every year? j

2. How many floors has Selfridges got? l]
3. What are three types of things you can buy at Selfridges? _:_
4, Where is the hair and beauty salon? !

........ 1

w
I
3
c
[a)
>
3
(o]
>
D -
<
[o%
(o]
(D
w
—
>
(1]
Q
<
1]
=
o
Q
(1]
[e)
C
w
—+
o
3
(1]
-~
wr
©
m
-]
Q
[ 3}
—
v
o
=
= s
Q.
Q
1]
wn
-~J
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WORD LIsT

April car February
August cinema hospital
bakery clothes shop January
~bank cook July
birthday dance . June
buy December library
cake drive March
VOCABULARY

1 Look at the word list above and do the following.

1. List four places in the city.

---------------------------
....................................................

4, Complete with the correct months of the year.

January, February, !

2 , May, June,
3 , August, 4o ,
TR et , December.
oAt
2 Complete the sentences with can or cant.
1. Hamsters ....¢aNE. ... talk,
2. Achild .o sing
3. Children ..coveinnnn, drive cars.
4, Peoéle .................. cook food.
5. Fish oo walk
6. YOU ooovvvennnnns. buy food at a clothes shop.
7. People .cvciinrne. have popcorn at the cinema.

62 sixty-two

May

November
L VOV e A
October: lgaich
i panty

2 post o,fﬁcé?_'
‘--'proble'm ;

3 Answer the questions about'you. Use
Yes, I can. / No, | can't. . -

1. Can you cook '_Mekic_:qh 'fgoo_d_?'
2. Can you speak Chinese?

...................................................................

...................................................................

4. Can you finish work at two o'clock in the
afternoon? s

4 Complete the sentences with on, in or at.

1. Our holiday is .....[0........ December.

2. The lesson is .......cccoeeene. Wednesday.

3. Thepartyis .ccoovvenen. the evening.

4, TWOrk .occveveecncne the weekend.

5. Tom starts school .......ccocu... eight. o'clock.
LiSTENING

5 A Listen and choose the correct answer.

RN

. a. Yes, | can. b. I'm late.

2. a. Great idea! b. Sorry, | can't.
3. a. It's in May.
4. a. No, { can't. b. Yes, he can.
5

. a. lt'son Monday. b. It can't come.

B Listen and check your answers.

b. It's in the evening.




2 Y

T T R T o AP T TR Pt bty e M3 T B L L st ey

b 3

WTTTITI S L LTI

e T TR R I DA D ! :q L (:% } | | B ! ks : iy - . b E
| IP’S YOUR TURN | —
3 == f— A B = B0 s PN , ..' ¢
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1 Listen and read the dialogue. RE
'f bt
| r i
b 1 unpA: When's your birthday, Ben? % i
: g _",'f.
{  BEN: My birthday’s in September. TEL
1 When's your birthday, Linda? ik
| : i
| 1 LINDA: My birthday's on Monday. 1
{1 BEN: Really? 44
) ! il
: LINDA: Yes. Let’s go to a pub. 23
i 1 ) _“:
{1% | BEN: No, let's have dinner at my flat. il
I : | can cook an Italian dinner. e
| - 3
!51 1 unpbA: OK, great idea. Thank you. ;
. i
J \ -~ FAMUEE { 1 |
? il
! 2 . . lfr
; In pairs, change the words in colour. it
} Actrout your new dialogue. : i
I ' _ e a g
. 3 Ask three:students the questions below and write their answers. t%
- : - I
T : |:
' Name ' Can you drive? ] When's your birthday? 1'2
. 1 I S i
| {2 i | i
?'I e T - o iR - - R - T i '.lf‘. i
] o3 | | Al
i A — il = = I - e e e e e 0
A 1 | — |
(‘f i - F AT TR (S e e AT, = A g T - “, %'\ |
i
Some English words are different in Where are these people from?
British English and American English. P
[ Tiet's ask the salesperson
British-Eriglish, . | American English f. fist ]10\:1{'.%1111..(:11 !ﬂl.x;{..stovc is.
zero
salesperson
stove 1
apartment it
o e 4
movie Al
Nayy
it desca Uil i el et AR L :E;;"
Here's Marlk's SMS. i ,?
The fil's at 9 o'clock. |8 | i
s — e i
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